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Message from Craig Butler
While campers and boaters are anxiously 
awaiting Summer of 2021, we remain hard 
at work. Before we dive into what is new in 
this edition of Lake Views, let me begin with 
a recap on the closing year. In early 2020, 
just as we were ready to open our doors to 
guests, COVID-19 rocked our foundation. 
With a normal season delayed, we began 
working with health officials on plans to open 
safely and responsibly. Fortunately, the order 
allowing our parks and marinas to open 
came in early May. We quickly mobilized 
so campgrounds, cabins, and beaches could 
open to everyone in time for Memorial Day. I 
cannot give enough credit to the MWCD staff 
who worked tirelessly to adapt to new routines 
so that we could open in a way that made 
guests feel safe and comfortable. From 
mid-May through November, we had fabulous 
attendance at our parks and marinas — an 
estimated 380,000 more people than 
2019 — and we thank you for your trust in 
knowing our parks and marinas were safe.

It is with great pride that I share with you 
that MWCD has completed the $130-million 
Phase 1 of our Master Plan. This phase 
included 130 newly constructed and 144 
renovated camping and RV sites 
with full utility hookups situated in 
beautiful locations and in many 
cases, with stunning views of our 
lakes. Additional projects 
included new shower 
houses, picnic shelters, 
and boat ramps.

Plan and Project Update

S Atwood Lake Park 
Main Campground Improvements Phase 2: Construction of 
the campground is complete. The project reconstructed 72 
RV campsites in existing Camp Areas B and C, renovated the 
existing restroom/shower building, a new playground, walking 
paths, and abutments for cluster docks.

Atwood North Shore Trail: This project focuses on the construction of a 2,250-foot-long, 
10-foot wide chip and seal trail. There will be approximately 400 feet of boardwalks required 
to cross environmentally sensitive areas. This phase will provide a connection from the 
trailhead at the Atwood Lake Marina West to the North Shore cottage area. The trail will be 
complete by spring of 2021.

S Charles Mill Lake Park 
Main Campground Redevelopment Phase 3: Construction of the campground is complete. 
The reconstructed southern section of the main campground has 36 full-hookup and 15 
electric and water RV campsites with concrete pads and a new pre-engineered restroom. 

S Leesville 
North Fork Fuel Dock: This project will replace outdated infrastructure associated with the 
existing fuel system. The existing 2,000 gallon above-ground storage tank will be reused; 
however, electronic leak detection equipment will be installed, and the existing single wall 
gas lines will be replaced with new double-wall pipe and containment sumps to meet current 
code. The proposed project will result in new fuel/electric/control lines being installed 
onshore from the tank, extending onto new floating fuel docks and a new fuel dispenser.
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Master Plan Phase 2 
is Off and Running



Betsy and Brad Crawford, of Carrollton, 

Ohio enjoy ice fishing on Atwood Lake

A family enjoys snowshoeing at Tappan 
Lake

S Pleasant Hill Lake Park 
Campground Area G: Construction of the campground is complete. 
The new campground features 49 full-hookup RV campsites, a new 
pre-engineered restroom/shower building, and a picnic shelter. 

Cabin Roadway and Toad Road Paving Project: Cabin Roadway 
and Toad Road will be paved in early spring of 2021. The project 
has a completion date of early May 2021.

S Seneca Lake Park & Marina 
Marina Point Campground Redevelopment Phase 2: Construction 
of the campground is complete. The renovated campground now has 
102 seasonal RV sites with full utility hook ups, two pre-engineered 
restrooms/shower houses, two picnic shelters, a boat ramp, and a 
key card gate entrance. 

S Tappan Lake Marina 
Marina Renovation: Construction will continue this spring on the 
$4.4 million Tappan Marina building renovation. The project will 
include the development of a new 250-seat restaurant on the main 
floor of the marina, including seating for over 100 people on a 
covered deck overlooking the lake. The lower level of the marina will 
be renovated and be home to MWCD’s Tappan Marina operations. 
It will also feature pontoon and fishing boat rentals, boating supplies, 
gifts, bait and tackle, fuel sales, snacks and docking rentals. 

The adjacent waterfront areas will be redeveloped as well, to make 
it easier and more accessible for the public to get to the fuel docks. 
Parking, signage, and lighting improvements will be constructed 
adjacent to the building, and construction will continue on the 
remainder of parking lot improvements in the fall of 2021. 

The site will also feature elements of green infrastructure, including 
storm water management and vegetative filter strips to protect the 
water quality of Tappan Lake, and the use of geothermal energy to 
reduce utility costs. 

The building renovation is scheduled for completion in June 2021, 
while the remainder of the parking lot improvements and construction 
of additional docks will be complete in spring of 2022. The 
multi-faceted project will provide Tappan Lake area residents with 
a beautiful facility that will offer an inviting gateway to the Tappan 
Lake region.

Master Plan and Project Update – (Cont’d)

The winter of 2021 provided an extra layer of fun at 
our parks and marinas. Extra snow created the perfect 
opportunity for hiking, snowshoeing, cross country 
skiing, and even making snow angels. 

As the ice begins to thaw, remember, no ice is safe ice!

Winter Arrives

snowshoeing at Tappan 

Betsy and Brad Crawford, of Carrollton, 

Over the past few months, MWCD staff has reached out to the public to determine the amenities, activities, 
and experiences our current and future park guests are seeking when visiting our various locations. The group 
has gathered data and opinions from a variety of sources including our current and future park guests. Over 
3,500 online surveys were completed, and over 100 focus group participants joined us on Zoom to share their 
ideas. Your valued input will be the foundation of our plans moving forward. Thank you to everyone who has 
participated. Please continue to follow the story on social media for updates. #MWCDInspiredByYou

Your Ideas Inspire Future Improvement
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Message from Craig Butler (cont’d)

Moving forward, we are off and running 
with Master Plan Phase 2, a $65 million 
series of projects to invest in Clendening, 
Leesville, and Tappan Marinas. In 
December and January, we solicited 
feedback through an online survey and a 
series of focus groups to help us understand 
what amenities you desire in our parks. 
Thank you to the over 3,600 individuals 
and households that participated.

Shifting to events, HFP Racing – an official 
USA Triathlon sanctioned club is bringing 
events back to the MWCD parks. We are 
excited to showcase our newly renovated 
parks. We are also welcoming a new 
partnership with Empire Recreation to 
operate WhoaZone inflatable water parks 
at Atwood and Pleasant Hill Parks in 2021. 
This will be an awesome new experience 
for all ages.

Lastly, please join me in welcoming two 
new staff members to our Executive Team, 
Adria Bergeron, our Director of Marketing 
and Communications, and Jonathan Mizer, 
our Chief Legal Counsel. Additionally, 
Brad Janssen who has been a member of 
the Executive Team since 2018 as Chief 
of Conservation has taken on additional 
duties and is now the Chief of Natural 
Resources and Land Management. 
Congratulations to you all.

We are very excited to open the 2021 
season and having you come and 
experience what we believe are premiere 
destination parks, lakes, and marinas.  
See you soon!

On January 25, 2021, MWCD officials 
announced a partnership to bring the HFP 
Racing triathlon and duathlon races to MWCD 
parks in 2021. HFP Racing will be bringing their 
signature events, the 16th annual American 
Triple-T, the 29th annual FIT Family Series, and 
Ohio’s season-ending multisport event, the 
Ohio Fall Challenge. 

The American Triple-T is a 3-day, 4-triathlon 
epic event that has a cult-like following of over 
400 athletes from more than 30 states and four 
countries attending this grueling event each 
year. Participants swim, bike, and run either 
70+ miles in the ST division or 140+ miles in 
the XT division. The FIT Family Series is a family 
focused event series that features a kids’ Splash 
N Dash (swim-run) race on Saturday and an 
adult triathlon (swim-bike-run) and duathlon 
(run-bike-run) races on Sunday. The Sunday 
races feature distances for the beginner to 
the more experienced athlete. The Ohio Fall 
Challenge is the final opportunity for triathletes 
and duathletes to race in Ohio and is a 
celebration of the multisport season.

“After the COVID-19 pandemic cancelled the 
entire 2020 race season, HFP is so grateful to 
return to racing at these amazing venues the 
MWCD parks offer. These spectacular parks 
will raise the bar for triathlon and duathlon 
races in Ohio,” said Shannon Kurek,  
Co-Founder HFP Racing.

Founded in 1988, HFP Racing has been serving 
the multisport community as an official USA 
Triathlon sanctioned club for over 30 years. 
Over the last three decades, HFP Racing has 
been fortunate to have played a significant role 
in the building of multisport events within the 
Mideast region. HFP Racing is a family-owned 
business co-founded by the husband-and-wife 
team, Shannon and Jennifer Kurek. 

“We are excited to partner with HFP Racing 
at MWCD parks in 2021,” said Craig Butler, 
MWCD Executive Director. “Working with HFP 
to bring racing events back to MWCD parks 
allows us to showcase our state-of-the-art 
outdoor recreational facilities to race 
competitors and the public. Providing safe 
spaces for people to enjoy nature is our 
mission and we encourage everyone to visit 
our facilities to camp, boat, hike, bike, walk, or 
run. Whatever your ability, come out and utilize 
the trails and beautiful outdoor spaces that are 
maintained for public use and exercise.” 

2021 HFP events hosted by MWCD parks:

 S May 21-23: American Triple-T  
Atwood Lake Park, Mineral City

 S June 5-6: FIT Family Series  
Seneca Lake Park, Senecaville

 S July 10-11: FIT Family Series  
Tappan Lake Park, Deersville

 S July 31-Aug 1: FIT Family Series  
Atwood Lake Park, Mineral City

 S Sept 11-12: FIT Family Series  
Pleasant Hill Lake Park, Perrysville

 S Sept 26: Ohio Fall Challenge  
Seneca Lake Park, Senecaville

“We are excited that this terrific event is 
coming to Tuscarawas and Carroll Counties,” 
said Dee Grossman, Executive Director of the 
Tuscarawas County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.“ Events such as this are so important 
to the recovery of the tourism economy. We 
hope that race goers experience the charm this 
region has to offer and return to the area year 
after year.”

HFP Races Return in 2021

For more information on HFP Racing or the 2021 
events, please visit www.hfpracing.com. 
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Four Shoreline Stabilization 
Projects Completed in 2020
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Data collected in 2010 identified shoreline erosion problems at ten MWCD reservoirs, covering 
over 250 miles. As a result of this study, more than nine miles of shoreline stabilization work has 
been completed over the past ten years at a cost of approximately $11 million. Four shoreline 
stabilization projects were completed in 2020 at a cost of approximately $800,000. 

Leesville Camp NEOSA/Falcon Camp 
The Leesville Camp NEOSA/Falcon Camp project was approximately 2,400 feet long and 
included live stake plantings within the rock riprap in many areas, plus a coir log along the top of 
rock to help deter erosion during high water events. This project was completed for approximately 
$300,000.

Piedmont Reynolds Road Cottage Area 
The Piedmont project was 1,000 feet long at a cost of just over $300,000 and included 
a combination of rock riprap with live stake plantings in some of the lower areas, plus soil 
encapsulated lifts above the rock in areas where the bank was higher. A coir log was also placed 
above the lower areas of riprap to further deter erosion. Live stake plantings were also placed 
within the layers of the soil lifts. 

Seneca Churchman Point Docking Association
The Seneca project was located at the Churchman Point Docking Association and included 
rock riprap with the coir log along the top of rock. This first phase of work in this area was 
approximately 350 feet long and was completed for $40,000. 

Leesville Lake Dove Road 
The Leesville Lake Dove Road project was approximately 140 feet long and cost just over 
$180,000 to complete. This area was experiencing global stability issues with large sections of 
the bank sloughing towards the lake and jeopardizing the integrity of Dove Road. This initial phase 
of work included installation of more than 80 soil nails to stabilize the slope and another dozen 
soil nails to collect and remove groundwater from the area. Additional work will be conducted 
in the coming years to add rock riprap along the toe of the slope to prevent surface erosion from 
wave action. 

Additional projects are underway during this winter’s drawdown at Pleasant Hill, Seneca, and 
Atwood Lakes.

To celebrate Earth Day 2021, MWCD is 
sponsoring a Cleanup Challenge at all 
parks and campgrounds to raise awareness
for litter prevention. Walkers, hikers, and 
boaters are encouraged to grab a pair 
of gloves and a few trash bags and 
pick-up litter from Saturday, April 17 through 
Sunday, April 25. To be entered into a 
drawing for a cooler filled with MWCD 
prizes and gift certificate, participants are 
asked to post photos of their efforts to the 
MWCD Facebook and Instagram pages 
using #MWCDEarthDay2021 and tag the 
park or marina where they cleaned. We are 
offering additional cleanup opportunities to 
earn coupons for a free night of camping. 
For additional cleanup dates and locations, 
visit www.MWCD.org.

The Cleanup Challenge is also a great 
opportunity for groups to help with 
community projects and service. For groups 
wishing to participate, please contact Ethan 
Zucal, MWCD Engagement and Outreach 
Coordinator by calling (330) 556-4814 or 
emailing ezucal@mwcd.org.

Earth Day 2021 
Cleanup Challenge

For more information on completed shoreline 
projects and future project locations throughout 

MWCD reservoirs, please visit www.MWCD.org.
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Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District officials announced that a partnership with 
Empire Recreation Management, LLC to build WhoaZone inflatable obstacle courses 
at Atwood and Pleasant Hill Lakes in 2021 was approved by the MWCD Board of 
Directors at their January 2021 meeting. 

WhoaZone is designed to ensure every guest has an amazing experience and is the 
perfect attraction for those seeking over-the-top adventures, mind-blowing acrobatic 
thrills, and safe, yet fun, athletic challenges. 

MWCD continues to seek feedback from guests about what they want to see at our 
Lakes. Activities in and around the lake made the top of the list in every conversation. We 
look forward to this partnership to fulfill the public’s demand for water-based activities for 
both campers, and community members alike. “This is a great opportunity to plan a day 
at the beach with the family whether you are camping or coming for the day,” said Craig 
Butler, Executive Director of MWCD. “Make your plans now to come and be part of the 
fun in 2021. We can’t wait to see you.”

Please continue to follow the story on social media for updates.

WhoaZone Infl atable Obstacle Course Coming 
to Atwood and Pleasant Hill Lakes in 2021

A long-term maintenance dredging program was developed in 2014 
with dredging work beginning at Tappan Lake in 2015. Most of the 
dredging at Tappan was completed in 2015 and 2016, and as the 
project was wrapping up in 2017, planning began for the work at 
Seneca Lake. Dredging began at Seneca in 2018 at the northwest 
end of the lake as well as in a small area at the southeast end. Once 
the initial phase of dredging was completed, the work shifted focus to 
the design and construction of a large settling basin for dewatering 
the dredged material near the southeast end of Seneca Lake. With 
construction of the settling basin being completed in late fall 2020, 
dredging is planned to resume in the spring of 2021. Once dredging is 

complete this summer, the large settling basin will still have more than 
100,000 cubic yards of additional capacity for future dredging work. 

In addition to dredging associated with the Long-Term Maintenance 
Dredging program, a small excavation dredging project at Atwood 
Lake is underway at the North Shore Cottage Area. The work is being 
performed by MWCD’s heavy equipment crew and will be completed 
during the 2020/2021 winter drawdown of the lake. Sediment 
accumulation has hindered access to these docks for over a decade, 
and the removal of approximately 4,000 cubic yards of sediment will 
improve access for years to come. 

Dredging Helps Improve Access for Years to Come



The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District announced in November 
2020 the promotion of Adria Bergeron as Director of Marketing and 
Communications. In this position, Bergeron is responsible for directing 
and managing a comprehensive marketing and communications 
strategy. This includes promoting and maintaining the MWCD branding, 

advertising and public relations initiatives 
that utilize various media and strategies 
such as corporate and other sponsorships 
to encourage use of MWCD recreational 
facilities. She works closely with the Executive 
Director, the Executive Team, and the Board 
of Directors to manage the overall MWCD 
brand and to develop and promote MWCD 
activities and events that highlight, support, 
and promote the mission of flood control, 

recreation, and conservation. Bergeron also serves as the primary 
spokesperson to the public and the media for the MWCD.

“Since joining MWCD, Adria has been a great asset in showing the 
public what we offer at our parks, lakes, and marinas,” said Craig Butler, 
Executive Director of MWCD. “I am very pleased she has accepted 
this promotion and am very confident Adria will do an excellent job 
managing our extensive marketing and communication activities as a 
member of our executive team.”

A native of Tuscarawas County, Bergeron is a graduate of the University 
of Akron, with a business degree in marketing management. She started 
with the MWCD in 2014 as the Recreation Marketing Coordinator. Her 
experience also includes Director of Marketing for New Towne Mall in 
New Philadelphia, and Director of Marketing for the San Diego Air and 
Space Museum in San Diego, CA.

Jonathan Mizer has been named Chief Counsel for the Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District. Appointed by the MWCD Board 
of Directors in November of 2020, Mizer had previously served as 
Associate Counsel for MWCD since May 2018. 

Prior to joining MWCD, Mizer worked as a Partnering Attorney with 
the law firm Kyler, Pringle, Lundholm, and Durmann L.P.A (KPLD) in New 
Philadelphia. His areas of expertise include political subdivision law,  
real estate, contracts, and litigation. 

Mizer holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Prelaw from Cedarville 
University and earned his Juris Doctor Degree from the University of 
Akron School of Law. He was a member of the Leadership Tuscarawas 

Class of 2009 and enjoys volunteering for 
free legal clinics sponsored by Southeastern 
Ohio Legal Services (SEOLS) and the 
Tuscarawas County Bar Association. 

“Jonathan is one of the foremost minds in 
conservancy law in the state,” said Craig 
Butler, Executive Director for MWCD. “We 
are extremely fortunate to have Jonathan’s 
knowledge and expertise, and we are excited 
to promote Jonathan to our executive team as 
Chief Counsel.”

The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District named Brad Janssen  
as the new Chief of Natural Resources and Land Management.  
Appointed by the MWCD Board of Directors in December 2020,  
Janssen had previously served as a member of the executive team as 

Chief of Conservation since 2018. 

As the Chief of Natural Resources and  
Land Management, Janssen will oversee  
the land use management and natural 
resources stewardship. This encompasses 
forestry operations, agricultural resources, 
oil and gas and mineral programs, as well 
as leasing programs, which includes cottage 
sites, youth camps, and docking  
and shoreline associations. 

“Expanding Brad’s duties to include cottage sites, youth camps, and 
docking and shoreline associations allows MWCD to coordinate all land 
management activities under one program,” said Craig Butler, Executive 
Director of MWCD. “Brad has the skill to integrate these diverse tasks 
and I am pleased and thankful that he has agreed to lead this essential 
part of MWCD operations.” 

Janssen began his career with MWCD in 2015 as the Oil & Gas 
Operations Coordinator. He has extensive experience in the oil and gas 
field that spans over 16 years. Most recently, Janssen worked for Ascent 
Resources and American Energy Partners as a Senior Landman/Land 
Coordinator of Field Operations. Janssen holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Geology from Denison University and a Certificate of GIS 
from Pennsylvania State University. 

MWCD Announces Changes to Executive Team
Adria Bergeron Promoted to Director of Marketing and Communications

Jonathan Mizer named Chief Counsel

Brad Janssen’s Duties Expanded
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Covid Response
The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District spent the majority of 2020 adapting to the immense 
challenges presented by the monumental COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the obstacles presented to 
individuals daily, MWCD’s trails, parks, lakes, and marinas provided a safe respite to all ages. 

To ensure the safety and health of our visitors, employees, volunteers, neighbors, and all those that 
we serve, MWCD was committed to aligning operations with the orders and recommendations of 
national, state, and local public health experts. 

The following is a brief recap of some of the health and safety measures taken in 2020:

Parks and Marinas 
Park offices and marinas reopened on May 8, 
2020 and services such as bait and fuel sales as 
well as boating registrations and fishing license 
sales resumed in accordance with Responsible 
RestartOhio. Facial coverings were strongly 
encouraged, social distancing was enforced, 
and signage was posted indicating the number 
of people permitted to occupy the retail space 
at one time. MWCD also developed special 
procedures to ensure that social distancing 
guidelines were maintained for boat rentals and 
refueling. Our staff also followed a vigorous 
cleaning and sanitizing schedule so that all 
spaces and surfaces were safe.

Cabins  
The initial round of cabin reservations resumed 
on May 15, 2020. MWCD acquired new 
cleaning products that were listed with the 
Environmental Protection Agency as disinfectants 
for COVID-19 and added those supplies to 
our cleaning process. Additional cleaning 
was also implemented between reservations 
as recommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control Prevention at our cabins.

Trails and Swimming 
Trails remained open throughout the year  
while swim beaches were reopened on  
May 22, 2020. Water toys were not installed 
to limit the possibility of high-touch areas. Boat 
swim areas were also open at all lakes. The  
State of Ohio authorized sports leagues to 
permit activities for low- or non-contact sports 
which included fishing tournaments on  
May 26, 2020.

Campgrounds 
Campgrounds, restrooms, and shower buildings 
reopened to everyone on May 21, 2020 just 
in time for Memorial Day. Campsites were 
limited to only one family and regular cleaning 
and sanitation schedules were implemented 
to protect our camper community. MWCD 
prioritized disinfecting our facilities, including 
restrooms and shower buildings regularly 
throughout each day. Specific focus was placed 
on high-touch and high-traffic surfaces such as 
doors and door handles, bathroom surfaces, 
dispensers, sinks, handrails, and light switches. 
New methods of sanitation were also employed 
daily to sanitize playground equipment, which 
opened on June 10, 2020. Sport courts were 
also opened on June 10, 2020 and users were 
encouraged to bring their own equipment.

Main Office and Annex  
The MWCD Main Office and Annex building 
located in New Philadelphia reopened to 
the public on May 12, 2020. Prearranged 
appointments were strongly encouraged to limit 
the number of guests in a building at one time. 
Face coverings for employees were required 
and visitors were encouraged to wear masks. 
We worked with local cleaning companies 
to increase disinfection of common areas and 
frequently touched areas. Staff also continued to 
telework when possible.

2020 was a year of ups and downs, but we 
here at MWCD were committed to providing a 
safe and healthy experience for all. We remain 
committed to ensuring a safe, healthy, and 
wonderful experience when visiting any MWCD 
facility and location and we look forward to 
reconnecting with our visitors, volunteers, friends, 
and neighbors in 2021. 
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The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District hires seasonal 
employees for a variety of positions each year at our Parks and 
Marinas. Whether you are in high school, home from college, or 
looking for a summer job, we have opportunities for everyone. 

Types of positions include: activities leader, cleaning staff, gate 
attendants, maintenance/grounds keeping, and beach attendant. 

For more information, please visit www.MWCD.org.

CATCH A LINE ON SEASONAL 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES




