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Tappan Lake Park  
Open House  

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date of Meeting: October 12, 2012, 6:00 PM Re:  Public Input Meeting 

Location: Tappan Lake Park Activity Center   

Submitted By: Jamie Dobrozsi and Bruce Rankin   

   

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 

The Open House was held to inform the public about the Master Planning effort currently 
underway.  Bruce Rankin led with a short presentation describing the process, the progress to 
date, and the schedule for completion of this first phase.  The current site evaluations with 
the opportunities and constraints boards were shown and the highlights mentioned. 

Subsequent to the presentation, the floor was opened to the attendees for their comments on 
the current conditions at the park and desired features for the future.  The comments have 
been tabulated and re-ordered by subject. 

Access 

1. Congestion hampers the boat ramp 
 There is insufficient parking and no room for cars and boats 
 Sentiment is that moving the ramp will not help 

2. There is desire for auto-lock gates with cards for boaters to keep non boaters off docks 

Services 

1. The first priority is to maintain what is there now;  
 Maintenance has declined  
 Plantings and flower beds are gone 
 Need to clean up eyesores such as unkempt campsites 

2. Goose issue causes concern 
 Droppings detract from the beach experience 
 Also a problem on the boat docks 
 There is concern about water contamination 

3. Creeks and ditches need maintenance 
 Cleanliness/water quality of the creek in area 3 Creek is a concern—it used to 

be good 
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 The open ditch in area 1 is bothersome—it was left open to better handle storm 
flows—suggested a French drain 

 There is a storm drainage (flooding) problem in campsite #249 in area 3 
4. Insufficient and deteriorated dumpsters need to be upgraded, also request emptying 

be at low use time, rather than Saturday AM when sites are full 
5. Dogs need management 

 waste is a problem, suggest offering bags for cleanup 
 suggest a rule to tie up dogs 

6. Enhance TV reception 
7. Smoking continues to be a problem in bathrooms 
8. Keep the store open entire season, April 1 – October 31 
9. Check restroom more often during high use periods and events 
10. Resume campers meeting in the summer 

Facilities 

1. The Activities Center is too small and  
 There is a lot of congestion  
 Remove games from Activities Center—parents don’t bring kids to camp to play 

video games indoors 

2. ADA accommodations are needed especially at the Park Office, also at showers and 
toilets 

3. Fire safety is needed with designated fire positions 
4. More fire pits are needed 
5. Insufficient showers 

 Need more in areas 1, 2 and 3 
 Primitive campers use showers and cause congestion at area 1 and especially 3 
 Cleaning clothes and dishes in shower houses is a problem 

6. Parking is needed at camp sites, marina and at shower houses 
7. Camp sites  

 Can camping be zoned by size of rig? 
 It would be better if tent/RV pads were defined as well as fire pit locations 

8. There is dismay that the playground is gone in Area 4—it will be replaced by spring 
9. There is interest in a swimming pool 
10. There is a need for a fish cleaning pavilion with lights/power 
11. Amphitheatre conditions have deteriorated—benches are unsafe 
12. There are no toilets at boat ramps—suggest adding 
13. HVAC or heat pump is desired in bathrooms and Shower C 
14. *Beach Improvements 

 Needs to be cleaned better—really dirty 
 Blow ups open entire time beach is open 

Utilities 

1. Power upgrades are essential 
 Upgrade all four camp sites 
 30A not enough; 50A was added to some in area 3, but needs to be everywhere 
 More full hookups are needed 
 Cable for seasonal camp sites 
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2. When power is shut down at the end of October, winter camping is very dark; suggest 
installing lights for security in the offseason 

3. Electricity is desired/needed on docks 

Activities 

1. There is a lack of activities for kids 
 Kids carnival 
 Family Fun Day 
 Kids Bingo (different age groups—not for candy bars) 
 Beach Party, with Spaghetti eating, marshmallow eating and pie eating 

contests 
 Kids crafts such as shirt tie dye, making holiday things, treasure hunts 
 Volleyball, kickball, softball 
 Fishing 
 Poke-No 
 Card games 

2. Adult Activities are also needed 
 Shuffleboard 
 Wi-Fi 
 Need more effort in activities and prizes for campers who make events 

successful 
 Bands for all ages 

3. Request bringing back the nature center  
4. Walking trails need to be reopened and restored 
5. Benches are desired at the Amphitheatre and along the lake (across from 

Amphitheatre) 
6. Need to improve horseshoe pits 
7. Movies on weekends, maybe with popcorn and drinks 
8. Bring your favorite game night or afternoon 
9. Sign-up sheet for kids to submit ideas for activities 
10. More effort to make the Talent Show a strong event 
11. Have Cap workers sign up in advance – so they are not just there to get their hours in 

Safety 

1. This was the “worst year yet” for land and water safety 
2. Intensity has increased 
3. Vehicles speed, violate one ways  
4. Pedestrian vs. vehicle vs. bicycle conflicts  
5. Suggest walking paths separate form roads 
6. Kids ride bikes in the dark; that needs to be controlled 
7. Top trees in camping area to reduce windfall risk 
8. Storm shelter(s) are needed 
9. What is the water quality?  

 Is testing being done (yes; beach monitored weekly with generally no bad 
readings) 

 Dredging is planned starting in 2014; Tappan is currently first, but priorities are 
not yet finalized 
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10. Add lights to boat dock 
11. Need lighted walking paths 

Logistics 

1. A few sites in Area 1 are above flood level; suggest that they not be required to move 
2. Change date of lottery from weekday to Saturday and start earlier in the day. 
3. Cost concerns, that campers hope gas money can alleviate 

 Enforcement—more rangers and more visible 
 Capital improvements 
 Concern for higher fees—don’t raise fees 

4. Winter campers can be an asset 
 Watch sites to deter vandalism 
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