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Fund set to develop dog park
Butch Heavilin was one of the best-known residents in 

the Atwood Lake region.
One of the many reasons was because of his best friends, 

his Standard Poodles, named Taz and Sadie. The dogs 
went with Butch nearly everywhere and probably were as 
well-known as Butch himself. Butch died in an accident in 
December 2007.

In his memory, Butch Heavilin’s family and friends have 
established The Butch Heavilin Atwood Lake Dog Park Fund 
for the development and operation of a fenced park area. The 
park will be devoted to dogs and their handlers as a way to 
exercise, relax and play beside Atwood Lake.

All contributions donated to the fund will be exclusively 
earmarked for development of the dog park. Potential sites 
for the park are being identified.

The Butch Heavilin Atwood Lake Dog Park Fund is a 
component fund of the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy 
Foundation and all contributions are tax deductible. Various 
donation payment methods are available.

For more information, contact John Olivier at the 
Muskingum Watershed Conservancy Foundation toll-free at 
(877) 363-8500 Ext. 2255, or via e-mail at jolivier@mwcd.org. 
The foundation website is www.muskingumfoundation.org.

Butch Heavilin and his Standard Poodles were familiar to residents 
and visitors to the Atwood Lake region.

Marina offers session for women boaters
For some new boaters, a day on the 

lake can be very intimidating, especially 
if a person is making their first attempt at 
getting behind the wheel of a boat.

Atwood Lake Boats, which operates 
both marinas located on Atwood Lake, 
offered a course this year specifically 
tailored to women who want to learn about 
operating a boat safely and successfully.

“Women Making Waves” is a three-
hour course that offered basics for 
operation of a pontoon boat, including 
safety skills, docking and securing a boat 
and on-the-water instruction.

Marina staff members presented 
information along with Ranger Specialist 
Shawn Tharp of the Muskingum Watershed 
Conservancy District (MWCD), who 
provided an overall review of boating and 
safety regulations.

“Women Making Waves is an event 
developed to acquaint women with 
the sport of boating and designed to 
provide them with the education needed 
to get behind the wheel of a boat with 
confidence,” said Brian Valot, owner 
of Atwood Lake Boats. “One goal of 

the Women Making Waves event is for 
women to be able to plan time on the 
water, either with friends or children, 
without being intimidated by the process 
of getting on and off the water.”

The course offered several breakout 
sessions to provide practical advice about 
water safety and learning how to dock 
and drive a boat.

Information about Atwood Lake 
Boats also is available online at the 
website www.atwoodlakeboats.com.

Marinas at MWCD lakes
Atwood Lake Boats East and West

Charles Mill Marina
Clendening Marina

Leesville Clow’s Marina
Leesville Petersburg Marina

Piedmont Marina
Pleasant Hill Marina

Seneca Marina
Tappan Marina
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Updated logo

The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) has 
updated its logo for uses on official correspondence, public 
information and education materials (including future issues of 
LakeViews), and other uses. The logo is designed to acquaint 
viewers with the location of the MWCD and the Muskingum River 
Watershed within the state of Ohio. It also shows the primary rivers 
that flow through the watershed - the Tuscarawas and Walhonding 
rivers meet at Coshocton to form the Muskingum River, which flows 
south and empties into the Ohio River at Marietta.

MWCD website now   
‘under construction’

For several years, the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy 
District (MWCD) has maintained two websites on the 
Internet.

The original site, www.mwcdlakes.com, primarily is 
devoted to the recreational opportunities available at the 
MWCD reservoirs. The other site, www.mwcd.org, concerns 
itself with the history, operation and Amendment to the 
Official Plan of the MWCD for the continued safe and effective 
operation of the reservoirs and dams in the Muskingum River 
Watershed.

By the end of this summer, the sites will merge at www.
mwcd.org for ease of finding information about the MWCD.

The MWCD has identified the presentation of effective 
public education and information as one of its primary goals 
for 2009. A key tool to offering up-to-date information and 
resources for public review is a website that is easy to navigate 
and offers visitors information and methods to reach the 
MWCD for additional details.

The current websites offer plenty of content and 
opportunities to contact the MWCD, but the updated site 
will consolidate the material into one website that is easy to 
navigate and graphically appealing.

Be sure to visit www.mwcd.org for more details later this 
summer after the update website is unveiled.


