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Attending the signing ceremony for the Project Partnership Agreement between the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District for rehabilitation 
work at Dover Dam were: Rich Milleson (left), assistant director of the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources; Richard J. Pryce, president of the MWCD Board of Directors; Lisa 
Duvall, regional director for the office of Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland; State Rep. Allan Sayre, 
D-Dover; Col. Dana R. Hurst, commander of the Huntington District of the USACE; and 
John M. Hoopingarner, MWCD executive director/secretary.

Work to begin at Dover in 2010
The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy 

District (MWCD) and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) have confirmed 
their commitment for a $103.5 million 
rehabilitation project to stabilize Dover Dam 
and continue to provide flood risk reduction 
for residents and property in the watershed.

Members of the MWCD Board of 
Directors approved a Project Partnership 
Agreement (PPA) with the USACE for the 
work, which is scheduled to get under way 
during the fall of 2010. As the required 
non-federal local cost-share sponsor for 
the project, the MWCD will contribute an 
estimated $3.57 million for the maintenance 
work - or 3.45 percent of the total cost - over 
the length of the project.

“It was an historic time when the MWCD 
partnered with the federal government to 
construct the 14 dams an reservoirs in the 
Muskingum River Watershed that have 
protected people and property for more 
than 70 years,” said John M. Hoopingarner, 
MWCD executive director/secretary. “This 
agreement represents another historic time 
and confirms the dedication of both the 
MWCD and the USACE to the continued 
safe and effective operation of the system of 
dams and reservoirs.”

Dover Dam, which is operated by the 
Huntington (W.Va.) District of the USACE, 
is in need of several upgrades to be able 
to withstand a probable maximum flood 
and assure reliable performance. The only 
concrete dam in the Muskingum River 
Watershed, located in northern Tuscarawas 
County off Rt. 800, cannot be operated to 
its design capacities because of stability 
concerns, which potentially could put the 
public at risk, according to the USACE.

“The Corps is committed to public safety 
and the signing of this Project Partnership 
Agreement is the first step in rehabilitating 
Dover Dam and reducing risks associated 
with the dam,” said Col. Dana R. Hurst, 
former commander of the Huntington 
District of the USACE. “Since construction 
of Dover Dam was completed in November 
1937, it has prevented $1.1 billion in flood 
damage. The total project cost estimate for 
the rehabilitation project is $103.5 million and 
will quickly yield returns on the investment 
since the average annual benefits of the 
project are $15.9 million.

“The flood damage reduction projects 
in the Muskingum Basin have improved 
the overall quality of life for the region by 

reducing flood damage. The Corps commends 
the leadership of the MWCD in taking the 
appropriate planning steps in being able to 
financially serve as the non-federal partner.”

The signing ceremony also was attended 
by Lisa Duvall, regional director for the office 
of Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland; Rich Milleson, 
assistant director of the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources; State Rep. Allan Sayre 
(D-Dover); and members of the MWCD 
Board of Directors.

Dover Dam is one of four dams and one 
levee in the Muskingum River Watershed 
that have been identified by the USACE for 
rehabilitation and upgrades, and is the first 
that the federal government has targeted for 
work in the watershed. The total estimated 
cost of all of the projects could reach $685 
million, according to the USACE, with the 
MWCD committing from as much as $137.1 
million as the cost-share sponsor.

Hoopingarner said that the Dover Dam 
project is the first partnering agreement 
with the federal government for a dam that 
the MWCD has committed to as part of 
the  implementation of the Amendment to 

the Official Plan of the MWCD to protect 
the benefits of flood reduction and water 
conservation in the watershed.

“We have promised the residents in the 
watershed through the past several years 
that we are committed to the safe operation 
of the system of dams and reservoirs, and 
that the MWCD will be a partner with the 
federal government for this important work,” 
Hoopingarner said. “That time has arrived and 
our staff is busy preparing for the important 
years ahead as the system is secured for future 
generations.”

The MWCD, a political subdivision of 
the state of Ohio, was organized in 1933 
to develop and implement a plan to reduce 
flooding and conserve water for public uses 
in the Muskingum River Watershed, leading 
to the construction of 14 reservoirs and 
dams several years later. The MWCD is a 
partner with the USACE in the operation of 
the system of dams and reservoirs and in the 
watershed, as the USACE operates the dams 
and the MWCD manages most the reservoir 
areas behind the dams.
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Relief on way to 30 Carroll County homeowners

The Malwayne Acres development near Malvern in Carroll County’s 
Brown Township has been the site of frequent flooding, leading to 
damage for many homeowners in the allotment.

The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) and 
Brown Township trustees in Carroll County have signed a project 
assistance agreement to help relocate 30 homeowners from a flood-
prone area near Malvern.

The MWCD will serve as a local cost-share partner with Brown 
Township trustees to assist the homeowners in the Malwayne Acres 
development. The MWCD will provide $140,000 in funding for the 
program, which will help the township receive a federal grant to pay 
for the bulk of the costs.

U.S. Rep. Zack Space, D-Dover, and trustees from Brown 
Township requested assistance from the MWCD to help fund the 
local match required for award of a federal grant of nearly $900,000 
for the purchase and removal of 30 homes in the development. The 
area has suffered significant flooding in 2004, 2005 and 2008.

Brown Township will contribute nearly $73,000 toward the 
required $222,728 match amount, with the MWCD providing the 
remaining $140,000. The removal of the homes will restore floodplain 
storage and reduce the rate of inflow into Bolivar Reservoir, according 
to MWCD officials.

“This request for assistance squarely fits within the intended 
purpose of the Amendment to the Official Plan of the MWCD,” said 
John M. Hoopingarner, MWCD executive director/secretary. “The 
MWCD’s plan includes providing local matching funds to assist 
homeowners who have repeatedly dealt with flooding, such as what 
has occurred in recent years in Carroll County’s Brown Township.”

“This effort also will permit the homeowners in this area to 
relocate and provide them with the peace of mind to be leaving the 
concerns and stresses of flooding behind,” Hoopingarner said.

Vera Gatchell, project manager for the relocation project, said 
that all of the homeowners who are relocating volunteered to leave 
the area and repeatedly have been calling her office for status updates 
on the program.

“We are talking about people who are living in their homes with 
mold today that is left over from the flooding,” Gatchell said. “This 
is a very positive avenue for the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy 
District.”

MWCD partners with Canton for project
A retention basin and forebay planned 

at the Fairhope Nature Preserve in Stark 
County will reduce pollution loads in the 
watershed.

The state has awarded the city of Canton 
nearly 80 percent of the total $560,000 cost 
for construction of the project located on the 
northeast side of the city. A local match of 
$123,200 is required, with the city providing 
$80,000 and the MWCD to contribute the 
remaining $43,200.

The project will reduce pollution loads 
in the watershed by improving water and 
wastewater treatment and sewers, will reduce 
storm flows by retaining stormwater and will 
permit outflow from the area to be of a higher 
quality as sediments and pollutants will settle 
primarily in the forebay and retention basin.

The site is being converted from a 
detention basin to a retention basin, said 

Daniel J. Moeglin, Canton city engineer, and 
over time it will be developed as a nature 
preserve for education on water conservation 
programs and practices.

The Fairhope Nature Preserve originally 
was considered as a regional trunk storm 
sewer project, but later modified to become 
a 57-acre nature preserve consisting of a 
retention basin and forebay that would capture 
incoming storm water, create a viable habitat 
and provide for fishing activities.

Boris E. Slogar, MWCD chief engineer, 

said the proposal has immediate impacts 
upstream from Dover Dam.

The project will reduce storm flows by 
detaining stormwater in both a forebay and 
detention basin.  In addition, the outflow 
from the project will be of higher quality as 
sediments and pollutants will settle primarily 
in the forebay with additional settling 
occurring in the detention basin.

Ultimately, this project will hold back 
sediment and pollutants while reducing the 
amount of stormwater that will reach Dover 
Dam.

The project will reduce pollution loads in the watershed by 
improving water and wastewater treatment and sewers, will 
reduce storm flows by retaining stormwater and will permit 
outflow from the area to be of a higher quality.
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A five-year plan to repair and maintain 
the most severely eroded shorelines around 
the reservoirs managed by the Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) 
is being prepared at the direction of the 
MWCD Board of Directors.

The manmade reservoirs, constructed 
more than 70 years ago as part of the system 
of dams and reservoirs for flood reduction 
and water conservation in the Muskingum 
River Watershed, have been showing the 
effects of eroding shorelines for several 
decades, said Boris E. Slogar, MWCD chief 
engineer.

“It is obvious to anyone who has boated 
or even drove past the reservoirs that the 
shorelines at many locations need to be 
repaired to protect the critical function of 
storing floodwaters,” said Slogar. “Our staff 
will  identify the shorelines where work is 
needed and prioritize them for consideration 
in upcoming budget years.”

Shoreline work at its reservoirs is a 
part of the more comprehensive MWCD 
plan for maintenance and rehabilitation in 
the watershed.

Members of the MWCD Board of 
Directors approved the first phase of a plan 
to repair a large eroded section of shoreline 
at Pleasant Hill Reservoir in Ashland and 
Richland counties. This phase will involve 

This section of shoreline at Pleasant Hill Reservoir has been identified as the top priority 
for stabilization by the MWCD in 2009. The MWCD staff also is reviewing the shorelines at 
all of its reservoirs for development of a plan to address erosion and stabilization issues.

MWCD to prioritize shoreline issues

engineering work to perform an analysis 
and provide solutions for the section of 
southern shoreline that could threaten nearby 
structures. This project is the top priority for 
stabilization work by the MWCD, according 
to Slogar.

However, Board members said they 

Project at Piedmont to reduce levels of metals
The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) will 

participate with the state government for repairs to a reclamation 
pond located in the headwaters above Piedmont Lake that will reduce 
the level of heavy metals that flow into the lake.

The MWCD will enter into a cooperative agreement with 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Mineral 
Resource Management Acid Mine Drainage Unit for the work to be 
done near the Lick Run Bay portion of Piedmont Lake.

Aluminum sulfate, a leachate byproduct of mining activities 
that occurred in the past in the region, will be reduced.

The MWCD will fund nearly $35,000 for the project, which is 
estimated to cost nearly $75,000.

ODNR officials said that the Piedmont Lake region has been 
a source of concern for many years due to the acid mine drainage 
present and the negative effects it can have on the biota in and 
around the lake.

“This project is a perfect partnership to continue the planned 
work to improve the water quality in this area, including the lake,” 
said Scot Hindall, P.E., acid mine drainage engineering staff manager 
for the Division of Mineral Resource Management Acid Mine 
Drainage Unit. “The work will provide retention of aluminum and 
other sulfates that could otherwise enter the lake.”

Hindall added that the state actively seeks cooperative funding 
partners with shared interests to stretch its available funds for acid 
mine drainage remediation projects.

“We work to leverage our dollars which allows us to do several 
more projects in a year’s time than we normally could do if we were 
in the position of funding the entire amount,” Hindall said. “We’ve 
been doing partnerships for many years with many agencies and 
it’s a perfect fit to be working with the MWCD on this project at 
Piedmont.”

Work is expected to be completed on the project before the 
end of 2009.

will not approve any other shoreline projects 
funded through the MWCD maintenance 
and rehabilitation plan until the shoreline 
priority list is developed, including cost 
estimates for repairs.

Slogar said the shoreline work list 
should be completed within six months.
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A total  of  16 property owners 
received reductions this year in the annual 
assessments they pay to the Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) 
in recognition of conservation efforts on 
their land holdings.

In an effort to recognize the efforts 
of individuals in conservation, watershed 
stewardship, education and implementation 
of best management practices, an assessment 
credits program was developed by the 
MWCD. The credits program provides 
eligible property owners with the opportunity 
to reduce their annual assessment.

Any property owner with an assessment 
of greater than $12 per year can apply for 
potential financial credits by completing a 
basic application and submitting it to the 
MWCD for review. Information about the 
program and an application can be found 
at www.mwcd.org, or questions can by 
answered by calling the MWCD toll-free at 
(866) 755-6923 or by sending an e-mail to 
assessment@mwcd.org.

The Akron-Canton Airport received a 
credit for retention and detention facilities 
on its properties in the northern portion of 
the Muskingum River Basin.

“We want to be good stewards of our 
natural resources for our community and 
believe it is important to handle our part 
seriously,” said Richard B. McQueen, 
president and chief executive officer for 
the airport. “It is for the better good of the 
community that (reservoirs and dams in the 
MWCD region) remain in good condition. 
But we want to be sure to get credit for what 
we have done on our property to improve 
retention and detention.”

Property owners can receive up to 
a 30-percent reduction in their annual 
assessment through the program.

Some examples of eligible property 
programs for credit include retention and 
detention facilities, forebays, riparian 
corridors, stream restoration, wetlands, 
pervious pavement, rain gardens, vegetative 
roof covers, rain barrels and grass swales.

Applications presently are being 
accepted for credits consideration to be 
applied in 2010. Properties selected for 
credit by the MWCD will have a reduction 
in their assessment(s) applied directly to 
their assessment collected in their county 
real estate statements.

Approved credits are good for a five-
year period with an application renewal 
required each five years.

Credits program
drawing praise‘Partners’ can receive 

assistance for projects
Efforts by agencies and groups to improve the Muskingum River Watershed can receive 

a boost from the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD).
“The Partners in Watershed Management Project Assistance Program” is a part of 

the MWCD’s plan for overall maintenance and rehabilitation in the Muskingum River 
Watershed, including the system of flood-reduction and water conservation dams and 
reservoirs.

The MWCD program encourages funding requests from political subdivisions of 
the State of Ohio, non-profit IRS Section 501 groups and other organizations involved in 
programs or projects related to watershed management and water quality improvements 
in the Muskingum River Watershed.

“The MWCD’s Amendment to the Official Plan is clear in that it is committed to the 
overall maintenance needs in the watershed to ensure the continued effective and acceptable 
levels of flood reduction and water conservation,” said Boris E. Slogar, MWCD’s chief 
engineer. “We also enthusiastically recognize that other agencies and groups are performing 
projects that assist in these efforts, and by forming strong partnerships all of the participants 
can maximize their financial resources.

“The MWCD project assistance program is a direct method of recognition of the many 
worthy projects planned,” Slogar said. “The projects that will be considered will have a 
positive impact on the operation of the system of reservoirs and dams, as well as water 
quality, when they are finished.”

Slogar said the process will consist of three basic steps: an open application period 
(which presently is under way for projects to be funded in 2011), a review period that will 
include prioritization of submitted applications, and a notification period where projects 
selected by the MWCD are included in the upcoming year’s budget.

Slogar said proposals will be reviewed and selected based on the following criteria:
·	 The extent to which the proposal promotes or supports the conservation and 

flood reduction aspects of the mission of the MWCD
·	 The need for, and benefits of, the proposed project or program
·	 Project or program design
·	 Level of partnership development
·	 Demonstrated local support
·	 Past project or program experience
·	 Sustainability of the project or program
·	 Planning process
·	 Level of matching funds or in-kind services

Additional information and a complete application package are available by contacting 
John Olivier at the MWCD main office at New Philadelphia toll-free at (877) 363-8500 
Ext. 2255, via e-mail at jolivier@mwcd.org, or by visiting the MWCD website at www.
mwcd.org/grant_program.
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Retired Smucker executive 
appointed to MWCD Board

Horsepower limit still 10 hp 
at Clendening, Piedmont

No changes will be made to the current horsepower limits 
for boat motors operating on Clendening and Piedmont lakes.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and 
the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) 
announced this summer that the horsepower limit of 10 hp on 
both of the MWCD lakes will remain in effect.

A petition presented last year to ODNR’s Division of 
Watercraft and the MWCD requested that the horsepower limits 
on both lakes be increased to 25 hp. Clendening and Piedmont 
lakes are MWCD lakes managed in partnership with the Division 
of Watercraft.

Public meetings were held at each lake in May to accept 
comments about the petition request, and a powerboat 
demonstration using several different boat motors was conducted 
at Clendening Lake by the Division of Watercraft. Written 
comments also were accepted by the Division of Watercraft.

The Division of Watercraft holds jurisdiction for horsepower 
limits on the state’s waterways, including the MWCD lakes.

No changes
William P. Boyle Jr. has been appointed as a member of the 

Board of Directors of the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy 
District (MWCD).

Boyle, who owns a home located on land leased from the 
MWCD at Charles Mill Reservoir near Mansfield, is retired from 
the J.M. Smucker Co. at Orrville, where he served as president 

international, senior vice president-
director of marketing and as a member 
of the company’s Board of Directors. He 
was appointed to the seat on the MWCD 
Board of Directors by the member judges 
of the Conservancy Court.

Boyle replaces Thomas L. Tribbie 
of Cambridge, who has retired from 
the five-member Board of Directors. 
Members of the Board, who oversee the 
operations of the MWCD, are appointed 
to staggered five-year terms by the 
18-judge Conservancy Court.

Boyle, who owns two Ohio farms with formal soil conservation 
and forestry plans in place, also has traveled throughout South 
America with the Farm Bureau to study soil conservation practices. 
A graduate of Cornell University with a bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural economics and a master’s degree in marketing, Boyle 
spent more than 30 years with Smucker after previous positions 
with the Flint Ink Corp. and the Pillsbury Co. He also served as a 
first lieutenant in the U.S. Army.

BOYLE


